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common goal9; and Dr. Weizmann, defending the non-inclusion
of Southern Palestine within the proposed Jewish frontiers, re-
marked, It will not run away.'1 The Arabs, supported by the
neighbouring Arab states, rejected the partition plan entirely, and
asserted their right to independence in the whole of Palestine with
an immediate stopping of Jewish immigration and land-purchase.
The state of security deteriorated, and the Acting District Com-
missioner for Galilee and his police-escort were murdered by Arab
terrorists; he was widely considered to have been one of the
principal authors of the partition scheme. The Mufti was dis-
missed from his presidency of the Supreme Muslim Council; the
Arab Higher Committee and all national committees were dis-
solved; and five prominent Arab leaders were deported. Jamal al-
Husaini escaped to Syria, and the Mufti absconded in disguise to
Beirut. But Arab terrorism increased, and some Jewish extremists
also began to resort to terrorism, in spite of the restraint previously
commanded by the Zionist leaders. In 1938 armed Arab gangs
found a footing in all the main towns and rebel bands openly
dominated the smaller towns. Communications were everywhere
sabotaged. While heavy concentrations of British troops alone
preserved a semblance of order in the northern and central parts of
the country, Jerusalem and the south passed for a time entirely out
of control. The active rebels probably amounted to no more than
1,000-1,500, split up in small bodies and mixed among peaceful
citizens; but they had the sympathy and protection of a large part
of the Arab population. Under the direction of the Mufti and the
remnants of the Arab Higher Committee from outside Palestine,
the Husaini faction carried on by intimidation and murder their
traditional feud against the Nashashibi faction, the so-called moder-
ates. In 193 8 5,700 major acts of terrorism were recorded; casualties
increased to fifteen times the figure for 1937; those killed included
sixty-nine British, ninety-two Jews, 486 Arab civilians, and 1,138
armed Arab rebels. Some I oo Arabs were convicted by the military
courts and hanged. Meanwhile the Woodhead Commission, sent
out to prepare a detailed scheme of Partition, reported that it was
unable to recommend any plan whatever: it was impossible to give
the Jews a workable area without leaving an uiafairly large Arab
minority and the bulk of the Arab-owned citrus areas in the Jewish
state, while the residual Arab state would not be economically self-
1 Barbour, op. cit., 184 f.